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at WHISTLER BLACKCOMB LEGENDARY TERRAIN
MEETS QUAINT MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
WHISTLER-BLACKCOMB, BC, CANADA — Whistler

Blackcomb offers the most skiable terrain in North America.
The resort spans 8,171 acres and 5,280 vertical feet, with more
than 200 trails of powder-filled bowls, ancient glades and
mile-long cruisers, all covered in an average snowfall of 38
feet each season. The side by side mountains entice first-time
skiers and seasoned riders alike. Everyone will find big moun-
tain terrain to family zones, gladed trees to wide open high
alpine bowls and powder to groomers. The mountains are con-
nected by the Guinness World Record-holding PEAK 2 PEAK
Gondola and supported by one of the largest networks of high-
speed chairlifts in the world. It is not hard to understand why
Whistler Blackcomb consistently sits atop the list of world
renowned resorts to visit.
Experience the unique village atmosphere.
Nestled at the base of Whistler and Blackcomb mountains,

Whistler’s pedestrian only Village offers a lively mix of off-
hill action and amenities. Teeming with shops, restaurants,
accommodations and day-to-day essentials, the Village
anchors a year-round mountain culture that meets the demand
of all who gather there, without the need for a car. It is a one-
of-a-kind confluence of two massive mountains, unique to
North America, where plazas meet powder, where a quaint
mountain town meets a cultural melting pot. Experience all
that Whistler has to offer, and immerse yourself in the unique
mountain vibe that encourages you to go above and beyond.
Feed your appetite
Whistler’s culinary scene has evolved to rival cities ten

times its size. With more than 200 establishments dishing up
delight, Whistler’s range is as big as your appetite after a day
on the slopes. For something quick try a hearty burger from
Garbo’s Grill, or a classic Canadian poutine from Zog’s Dogs.
Raven’s Nest is an all vegetarian restaurant, the first of its kind
at ski resorts in North America. Take advantage of Whistler’s
proximity to the coast and discover why the fresh fare from
Sushi Village has a devout following. Araxi has been named
the village’s best restaurant for over a decade, while the
Bearfoot Bistro boasts an internationally acclaimed wine cel-

lar. Whistler Tasting Tours are a great way to experience mul-
tiple restaurants by dining at a new location for each course,
all in one night.
Legendary après and afterhours
There’s a Neverland vibe about Whistler, no one who goes

there ever wants to grow up, and that is best experienced after
dark. The nightlife has righteously earned honors, and those
behind Whistler Blackcomb’s slopeside bars have turned après
into an art form. Virtually every ski and snowboard publica-
tion on the planet agrees, with magazines like FREESKIER
and Transworld giving top marks to the afterhours scene. 
What else is there to do in Whistler?
An accolade Whistler frequently enjoys is being named

No. 1 for off-hill activities. Whether you want luxury, culture,
family time or exhilarating adventure, all bases are covered.
Indulge with unique relaxing treatments at the Scandinave
Spa, take in a world of culture at the Audain Art Museum, or
try the free skating rink in Whistler Village Plaza. You can
enjoy daily tours of The Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre,
which showcases the art and culture behind the areas indige-
nous heritage.
The Whistler Sliding Centre is one of only a few tracks

even available in North America, and allows you to try a bob-
sled or skeleton. 
The ultimate bucket list experience: Whistler Heli-Ski
Experience the pinnacle of Whistler skiing on big mountain

terrain that includes 173 glaciers and 475 runs. With packages
for strong intermediates to seasoned experts, this is the year to
take on the mountain adventure of your dreams. With Whistler
Heli-Skiing, you will tour with your expert guide all day long
on the legendary terrain not otherwise accessible.
Package deals
The website: www.whistlerblackcomb.com offers a variety

of deals and packages throughout the season. If you book
before Nov. 15, you can save up to 35 percent off Lift and
Lodging packages. Plus, kids 12 and under ski, stay and rent
free with a paying adult.

Visit: www.whistlerblackcomb.com/bookearly for more
details and to book your Whistler vacation. 
Make your dollar go further
The strong US exchange rate makes now one of the best

times to travel north for the picturesque vacation of your
dreams. Plus, enjoy additional exchange rate savings on
everything at the resort from your après drink toasting a great
day on the hill, to your Whistler souvenir swag.
Save on Lift Passes & Tickets
Avoid waiting in line to pay full price at the window. Save

up to 28 percent by purchasing your Lift Passes and Tickets at
least 14 days in advance, and they will be mailed right to your
door, so you can spend more time on the slopes. Find more
details at: www.whistlerblackcomb.com/passesandtickets
Whistler Blackcomb is now EPIC
Joining forces with Vail Resorts, Whistler Blackcomb is

now part of the Epic Pass portfolio which gives you access to
over 45 of the world’s best mountain resorts. With an Epic
Pass you can enjoy full access Whistler Blackcomb and a vari-
ety of resorts across the U.S. as well as Perisher in Australia,
and limited access to 30 European resorts.
Book with ease
Their website, www.Whistlerblackcomb.com is your one

stop shop for lodging, lift tickets, flights, transportation, les-
sons, and so much more. Their local experts have stayed in the
hotels, participated in activities and dined in the restaurants, so
they are very equipped to give you the inside scoop. Simply
put, there’s no one better to help make this your best trip yet.
Whistlerblackcomb.com also guarantees the lowest prices out
there, and if you find a better deal, they will beat it by 10 per-
cent of the difference.
For more info
You can view, read and share this page online by logging

on to: www.skiernews.net/Oct2017-News.pdf
Visit: www.whistlerblackcomb.com/whybook or call 

1-866-787-1935 for more details on experiencing your own
dream Whistler vacation.

“ONCE IN A BLUE MOON,”
SKIING THROUGH LIFE

Special feature report by Dave Leonardi
WEST TRENTON, NJ – Most of you do not know Bob Fries, but your skiing

certainly may have been influenced by him. He was well traveled from his first
ski job at Waterville Valley. After 20 years he moved to Breckenridge, Colo., and
later returned to the Northeast to complete his work at four more resorts, Lake
Placid, Stratton, Bolton Valley and Ragged Mountain. He retired from his ski
industry career after returning to Waterville.
Bob’s roles were varied as he served as financial comptroller, general manag-

er, president, C.E.O., and owner of a resort. His duties took him around the world,
at large resorts and small, to work, meet or plan events or to get ideas to improve
his resorts. Throughout it all Bob had a vision for each resort he ran, and all of
them became better with his influence and leadership style.
His recently published book, “Once in a Blue Moon” pictured here, weaves a

tale of his travels and life in the ski industry. It also lists his ski industry heroes
and is dedicated to the man that gave him his first job as comptroller at Waterville
Valley, Tom Corcoran. Under their leadership, 11 major Alpine World Cup Events
took place.
The book is packed full of skiing history with great photos from the 70s

through recent times and is a must for any ski historian’s library or anyone who
cares about the background of how skiing evolved.
You can order Bob’s “Once in a Blue Moon” which sells for $15 through his

website, www.bobfriesart.com.
It is also available at the New England Ski Museum store, 135 Tramway Drive,

Franconia, NH and The Bookmonger, 33 Village Road, Waterville Valley, NH.

BRECKENRIDGE, COLORADO — MORE THAN SKIING
Special to SKIER NEWS by Carisa Peterson
BRECKENRIDGE, CO – If you read Skier News, chances

are good that you are a skier. You ski. You call yourself a skier.
You vacation like a skier. So, when it is time to decide how
you are going to spend those vacation days, you probably
think first of where to go to ski. If there happens to be any-
thing else to do in the resort town you have selected to host
your skiing, it is a happy accident.
Many “ski towns” are still very ski-centric, pumping a lot

of attention, time, and money into their ski resort itself, with
other pastimes being slower to evolve. This is how you end up
with “drinking towns with a skiing problem,” and nothing
much else to do once your ski day is done except go down the
list of restaurants and try them all, just for novelty’s sake. If
the town is big enough, you may only have to repeat a few of
them. This is how rental condo guestbooks come to read like
a local culinary guide. You ski; you eat; you ski; you eat. Both
of these are very fine pursuits; and in most of our average,
work-a-day lives, few of us ever have the luxury of having
several days to spend focused on either one.
However, what if you could be getting more with your ski

dollars? There is a ski town with opportunities and events,
outside of its world-renowned skiing, so robust that it has
become a destination in its own right and just happens to be
home to a prestigious ski resort?
Breckenridge, Colo., is the place for a ski vacation from

which you will return having so much more to talk about than
skiing.
In recent years, Breckenridge’s historical downtown (we

are talking original buildings and homes that miners in the
1800s lived, worked, and drank in) has gone through a major
revamp to include an eclectic and always exciting Arts

District. Summer and winter alike, you can experience live
performance art, giant outdoor art installations and a packed
schedule at the large, modernly designed Riverwalk Center,
where you can enjoy everything from performances by the
National Repertory Orchestra, to major theatrical productions
for both adults and children, to concerts by major artists.The
award-winning Breckenridge Arts District is also where you
can find daily offerings of a wide variety of classes and work-
shops. In any one week of “ski vacation,” you can also learn
how to pit-fire your own clay, or how to do henna or mosaic,
learn figure drawing, or you can make your own Mardi Gras
mask during Mardi Gras week. Did I mention many of the
Arts District’s happenings are free? Classes and workshops
average in price to be the cost of a couple of baskets of fries.
They are literally always doing something in Breckenridge’s
Arts District, and it is always worth checking out.
Who does not like a good food festival? In my recent mem-

ory, Breckenridge and its surrounding area – which includes
Frisco, Keystone, Copper Mountain and Vail – has hosted
BBQ challenges, macaroni and cheese fests, bacon fests, a
burger summit, and beer fests, which include several sequen-
tial Oktoberfests with schnitzel, wurst and spätzle as far as the
eye can see. Many of these festivals take place in the summer.
However, fall and winter will usually throw out a chili cook-
off or two, or haute-culinary soup and other themed food
stylings from Summit County’s many white-linen restaurants,
as part of an ongoing calendar of benefits and fundraisers.
Why spend your vacation ordering off a menu, when you can
spend it having attended a culinary event?
Breckenridge is also home to a newly remodeled movie

theater, and hosts the esteemed Breckenridge Film Festival,
where you can see award-winning independent films non-

stop, or a la carte while you rub elbows with their creators and
screen talent. The theater itself runs both independent and big
budget flicks year-round, to say nothing of Skyline Cinema in
nearby Dillon. Dillon and its next-door neighbor Silverthorne
boast an expansive outlet mall shopping experience, to com-
pliment Breckenridge’s delightful downtown peppered with
unique, independently owned boutiques.
All of this, together with the ski resort itself, is thoughtful-

ly connected by an impressively modern, public transit system
that rivals those of much larger cities, only Breckenridge’s is
free. The bus and trolley system in Breckenridge, which
seamlessly connects to the free bus system that runs through-
out all of Summit County, is worth tagging Breckenridge as
your next ski destination, all on its own.
Moreover, if you want to just stay put once the skis have

come off, Ski Village Resorts in Breckenridge specializes in
ski in/ski out vacation rentals (many with pools, private hot
tubs, and exercise facilities), surrounded by the bucket-list
caliber beauty of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, moments
away from everything that Breckenridge has to offer. Use Ski
Village Resorts to find your home away from home, and make
Breckenridge your next destination for skiing and so much
more.
Call Ski Village Resorts to book your next vacation at 

1-888-972-8200, or visit: www.skivillageresorts.com.

Carisa Peterson writes from her home in Alma, Colo. Her
work can be seen online, in print, and on stage at
Breckenridge’s Backstage Theatre.

Contact her for your marketing content and copywriting
needs at www.carisapeterson.com.

BRING a FRIEND CHALLENGE and
LEARN to SKI/SNOWBOARD RETURNS
MCLEAN, VA – Snow sports industry research

indicates that most beginners are motivated to learn
how to ski or snowboard because they “want to
spend more time with friends and family members”
who already participate. They also are self- motivat-
ed. “Always wanted to try it” was the second most
popular response in the Beginner Conversion Study,
conducted by RRC Associations on behalf of the
National Ski Areas Association.
“The challenge is that newbies either want to try

and teach themselves or have friends and family
members teach them, and that approach often is not
very productive,” said Mary Jo Tarallo, director of
the industry’s Learn to Ski and Snowboard/Bring a
Friend initiative. “We advocate that newcomers take
beginner lessons from a professional instructor, and
we also encourage current participants to help those
newcomers sign up for lessons and provide some
guidance”. In that regard, initiative organizers have
come up with their own challenge – an incentive to
help newcomers get involved.
The Bring a Friend Challenge offers rewards

such as product prizes, for anyone who helps new-
comers sign up for beginner lessons from a pro.
Prizes include skis, snowboards, goggles, helmets
and more from Head, Rossignol, Dynastar,
Polarmax, Seirus, Transpack, Krimson Klover,
Never Summer, Burton, Eurosock and Zeal Optics.

Participants also get a free one-year membership in
the Mountain Sports Club. 
Snocru sponsors the Challenge and participants

simply need to fill out a short registration form to
qualify.  For more information visit:
www.skiandsnowboardmonth.org/

special-programs/friend/take-the-challenge
The Challenge starts Friday, Jan. 5, 2018, the

official kick-off for Learn to Ski and Snowboard
Month of January, during what the industry is call-
ing “Bring a Friend Weekend.” Resorts throughout
the U.S. are organizing to provide special Bring a
Friend deals for the weekend that falls between New
Year’s and Martin Luther King. The contest ends on
February 18, 2017 during the Winter Olympics.
Beginners are not left out, either. Anyone who

posts a photo of their first day learning using the
hash tag #firstdayfaces could win a $250 gift vouch-
er from Liftopia.com, getskitickets.com or
skis.com/snowboard.com. Any social media post
qualifies for First Day Faces.
“It’s a win-win for everybody”, said Tarallo. Use

the links above and take the “Bring a Friend” chal-
lenge and share your on-mountain world.
Start to prepare your friends for the challenge.

SKIER NEWS will report the details in our
December-January 2018 edition.

A Book by Ski Industry Veteran, Bob Fries


