6 » A - DECEMBER-JANUARY, 2017

OUR 104th EDITION + SINCE 1988

SKIER NEWS e« G810 BUTTE, €0 = FLID 7OUZ FUY

CRESTED BUTTE, CO - There are many activities and
experiences that are common at ski resorts in the winter-
time. Downhill skiing, snowmobiling, tubing and dog sled-
ding are all popular options. While exhilarating and great
for families, these options are more cookie-cutter than
unique to a particular area.

Crested Butte is different. Crested Butte was founded in
the late 19th century as a coal and silver mining town in the
heart of the Colorado Rocky Mountains. Crested Butte is
one of a kind: Colorado’s Last Great Ski Town.

Visit Crested Butte and you will immediately feel the
passionate embrace of the friendly locals, who are more
likely to recommend the best powder stash on the mountain
than the best spa. They will support wearing ski boots to
the bar rather than fur. Living in Colorado’s Last Great Ski
Town is an honor, one that locals take seriously. After all,
they have found “paradise.” This passion is what helps
make Crested Butte unique, which translates to a truly
authentic, come-as-you-are vacation for their guests. While
you are there, be sure to check out some of the on- and off-
mountain adventures unique to Crested Bultte.

At Crested Butte Mountain Resort (CBMR), guests have
the opportunity to get real, hands-on practice grooming
snow, thanks to the Snowcat Driving Experience. This on-
mountain adventure allows participants to take the wheel
of a real Prinoth snowcat, a machine used to groom the
mountain. It includes instruction of the fundamentals for
safety and operation before the driving on the closed
course begins. Participants learn from real groomers who
share their tips for the smoothest ride and tricks of the trade
for grooming snow.

“We take everyone on a “‘full tour’ of the machine,” says
Chris Corliss, CBMR’s vice president of mountain opera-
tions. “We do a complete walk around, discuss the parts
and functions, and then get going with live drive time. It’s

a totally different experience and a ton of fun, too.”

Shift gears after the sun sets, and enjoy a romantic
evening at Uley’s Cabin. Uley’s is nestled on-mountain,
and the journey to dinner is just part of the adventure. This
fine dining experience is offered Wednesday through
Sunday evenings, when guests meet at the Lodge at
Mountaineer Square for departure to the cabin via a snow-
cat-driven sleigh. Upon arriving at the cabin, a five-course
prix fixed feast will warm you almost as much as the crack-
ling fireplace.

For those looking to earn their dinner, the Full Moon
Parties at Ten Peaks are one-of-a-kind. Guests take a self-
guided skin or snowshoe tour to the top of the Ten Peaks
area of the mountain and warm up inside the Umbrella Bar.
The delicious buffet dinner under the moonlight, includes
fondue, salad, soup or chili, dessert and one complimenta-
ry wine or beer. These popular parties sell out fast.

The adventure continues off the mountain, in downtown
Crested Butte. Montanya Distillers is the preferred rum of
CBMR, and it is handcrafted right in downtown Crested
Butte. Montanya Distillers provides rum tastings and tours
of its artisan rum distillery seven days a week. Learn about
fermenting and distilling, and taste the locally made,
award-winning rums from Montanya. If you do not want a
tour, you can still sample the rums and enjoy the artisan
rum cocktails, appetizers and family-friendly atmosphere.
All of the cocktails, or child-friendly mocktails, are worth
trying. Not to mention, the diverse menu caters to many
different tastes and the daily specials are another nice way
to mix it up.

For guests looking for the quintessential Crested Butte
experience, The Dogwood Cocktail Cabin is located in an
old miner’s cabin just off EIk Avenue, the main street in
Crested Butte. Enjoy one of their creative cocktails and
small plates as you cozy up inside the cabin. Whether you

CRESTED BUTTE IS UNIQUE, AFFORDABLE and ACCESSIBLE

have just enjoyed a day on the mountain or you are in town
for a night out, The Dogwood feels like you are coming
into a friend’s home for unique food and drink, great music
and a comfortable ambiance.

Now that your imagination is stirring with the endless
possibilities in Crested Bultte, it is time to focus on the nitty
gritty. Luckily for guests, getting there is easier than you
might believe. This season, CBMR has five nonstop flights
into nearby Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport
(GUC), including its newest city, Los Angeles (LAX),
making access to the snowy paradise even easier. To sweet-
en the deal, when flying on Alaska Airlines from LAX,
CBMR is throwing in a free lift ticket valid the day of the
return flight, proving you can ski and fly in Colorado in the
same day. The four other nonstop flight hubs are Chicago
(ORD), Denver (DEN) and Houston (IAH) on United
Airlines, and Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) on American
Airlines.

Once you have arrived, CBMR has some tremendous
lodging and lift ticket packages that are offered throughout
the ski season. Multiple Ski Free & Stay Free packages
offer free lodging and free days of lift tickets if you stay
three or four nights, depending on the time of the season.

For families, children 12 and under receive free lift tick-
ets from April 1to 9, 2017. In addition, children ages 6 and
under ski free all season long. No strings attached, no par-
ent ticket required, no lodging stay required, no advance
reservations, no purchase of a bottle of wine (though that is
not a bad idea), just a good old free ticket for the littlest rip-
pers.

View, read and share this page online, please log on to
www.skiernews.com/Jan2017-CBMR.pdf

Please visit www.skich.com/deals for more info, or call
1-866-268-3824.

SOPHIE NICHOLSON, TRAVEL WRITER
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BUY 3 NIGHTS OF CBMR LODGING'
& 3 DAYS OF LIFT TICKETS AND ;
STAY FREE & SKI FREE ON THE 4TH DAY!

MUST BOOK THROUGH CRESTED BUTTE
VACATIONS. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY-

#OnlyInCrestedButte

e last great Colorado ski town? Quite possibly.
My favorite mountain on the planet? Definitely.‘ .
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ENVIRONMENTAL
CODE OF THE
SLOPES

WHAT SKIERS and
RESORT GUESTS
CAN DO TO HELP

Follow the Leave No Trace™
Principles of outdoor ethics:

* Plan ahead and prepare:
Know the regulations and special con-
cerns of the area you will visit, prepare
|| for winter weather, and consider off-
peak visits when scheduling your trip.

* Dispose of waste properly:
Recycle your glass, plastics, aluminum
and paper at resorts. Reuse trail maps
on your next visit or recycle them
Never throw trash, cigarette butts or
other items from the lifts.

* Respect wildlife:

Observe trail closures, seasonal clo-
sures, and ski area boundaries. These
closures are in place not only or your
safety, but the well being of plants and
animals located in sensitive areas. In
summer, stick to designated trails when
hiking

and biking to avoid disturbances to
vegetation and wildlife.

* Be considerate:
Respect other guests, protect the quality

of their experience; let nature’s sounds

COLORADO

prevail.

Carpool with friends and family or use
transit to avoid traffic when travelling to
and within the ski area.

Turn off the lights when leaving your
room and reuse bath towels and linens
to help conserve energy.

(This is a partial list.)
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